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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished Delegates, 

I have the honour to introduce the Secretary-General’s reports for agenda items 158-MINUSMA, 
160-UNMISS and 164-UNAMID.  

In regards to agenda item 158-MINUSMA, the proposed 2014/15 budget illustrates the completion 
of full operational capacity of the Mission. 

In regards to agenda item 160-UNMISS, due to the situation in South Sudan, to enable the Mission 
to develop a comprehensive budget submission which will incorporate fully any decisions taken by 
the Security Council, the budget for UNMISS for the period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 will 
be submitted to the General Assembly during the main part of its sixty-ninth session. In the interim, 
the Secretary-General is seeking authority to enter into commitments with assessment to ensure the 
continuity of UNMISS’ operations for the initial part of the 2014/15 period.   

In regards to agenda item 164-UNAMID, the 2014/15 budget reflects a lower planned deployment of 
uniformed personnel and a net decrease of 251 posts and positions, as well as the conversion of a 
total of 117 international posts and United Nations Volunteer positions to national posts, pursuant to 
the civilian staffing review. 
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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished Delegates, 
 

I would now like to turn to the Secretary-General’s reports on the support account for peacekeeping 
operations. 

By its resolutions 66/265, 66/237 and 67/241, the General Assembly approved the support account 
requirements for the 2012/13 period in the total amount of $318.0 million, including $37.3 million 
for the financing of enterprise resource planning. In addition, given the lower actual vacancy rates 
and higher-than-budgeted common staff costs, by its resolution 67/287, the General Assembly 
approved additional support account requirements in the amount of $13.1 million for the same 
period, without assessment on Member States. Thus, the total support account requirements 
approved for the 2012/13 financial period were $331.1 million. The budget implementation rate was 
99.6 per cent. 

The General Assembly is requested to assess the balance of $11.7 million, which is the difference 
between the original approved resources for the 2012/13 period of $318.0 million and the actual 
expenditure of $329.7 million, as the additional approved resources of $13.1 million were not 
assessed on Member States. 

For 2014/15, peacekeeping activities are expected to remain at a high level, as well as the need for 
backstopping of these activities. Excluding provisions for enterprise resource planning, the proposed 
budget of $306.5 million, as reflected in the Secretary-General’s report (A/68/742), represents an 
overall reduction of 0.7 per cent, as compared with the appropriation of $308.8 million for the 
2013/14 period. This number however does not include requirements for the backstopping of the 
newly established UN peacekeeping mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA), 
estimated at $6.1 million, as contained in the Secretary-General’s financing note (A/68/874). The 
percentage requirement of the support account is expected to remain at broadly the same level as 
2013/14, which is 5 per cent of the total proposed peacekeeping budget for 2014/15. Excluding the 
additional resources for MINUSCA, the staffing resources are proposed to remain at the same level 
for all Departments compared to 2013/14, except for a few specific areas, in particular safety and 
security, and human rights, that need strengthening. 

The proposed resource requirements for 2014/15 reflect principally the Departments’ efforts to 
curtail mobile communication cost spending; the impact of the implementation of the new standards 
of accommodation for air travel; and the absence of one-time provisions budgeted for 2013/14, 
which are not required for the 2014/15 period. These reductions are offset in part by the increase in 
the after-service health insurance costs of peacekeeping retirees. 

I look forward to the discussions on these items. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


